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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze and compare oversight of public expenditure in Malaysia and Palestine from a
legal and institutional perspective, highlighting similarities and differences between the two experiences
and proposing recommendations to enhance public expenditure oversight in Palestine by drawing on the
Malaysian experience. The study adopts a comparative and analytical legal methodology, examining the
legislative and institutional frameworks as well as practical experiences, based on official reports and prior
literature covering the period from 2000 to 2024. The findings reveal similarities such as the existence of
independent oversight bodies, advanced public finance laws, and internal and external auditing systems.
However, notable differences emerge, particularly the stronger role of the Malaysian parliament and the
stability of the Malaysian system compared to the Palestinian context, alongside gaps in financial and
technological capacities. The study also demonstrates that technology and digital transformation
significantly enhance oversight efficiency in Malaysia, while Palestine faces challenges related to limited
resources, institutional resistance, and weak coordination. The main findings include Malaysia’s
strengths—parliamentary independence, the efficiency of oversight institutions, and advanced digital
systems—and Palestine’s weaknesses, namely political and financial instability, resource constraints, and
implementation gaps. Accordingly, the study offers recommendations to strengthen oversight in Palestine,
including updating legal frameworks, advancing digital transformation, enhancing the independence of
oversight bodies, and expanding civil society participation. It also suggests directions for future research to
examine the impact of corruption, technology, and institutional culture on the effectiveness of public
expenditure oversight. Overall, the study provides an integrated perspective on understanding the gap
between the legal framework and practical implementation of public expenditure oversight, and clarifies
how successful experiences such as that of Malaysia can be leveraged to improve transparency and
efficiency.

Keywords: Oversight, Public Expenditure, Legal Comparison, Transparency and Accountability.
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