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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the driving forces behind Israeli settlement activity in Jerusalem, a central challenge
to the Palestinian cause due to its role as a systematic colonial project aimed at reshaping the city’s
geographic and demographic structure. The study shows that settlement expansion is driven by
intertwined religious, historical, political, security, and economic motives that the occupying power
employs to justify territorial expansion, entrench control over Palestinian land, and construct a false
sense of legitimacy for the settlement enterprise. The research problem focuses on identifying and
analyzing these motives, while clarifying the legal status of settlement activity under international law
and relevant international resolutions. The study aims to explain the underlying drivers of the settlement
project, outline the international legal position regarding settlements, and evaluate the most significant
UN resolutions related to settlement activity in Jerusalem. Methodologically, the research adopts the
inductive approach by reviewing international legal texts and United Nations resolutions pertaining to
settlements, alongside the descriptive—analytical method to examine the provisions of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocols. The study is organized into an introduction, three main
sections, and a conclusion: the first examines the motives behind the settlement project; the second
discusses its standing in international law; and the third reviews resolutions issued by the Security
Council and General Assembly. The study concludes that Israeli settlements in Jerusalem constitute a
clear violation of international law and the Geneva Conventions and present a major obstacle to the
Palestinian right to self-determination and the establishment of an independent state. It also finds that,
despite their clarity, UN resolutions lack effective enforcement mechanisms, enabling continued
settlement expansion without accountability. The study recommends strengthening international
accountability, supporting legal and diplomatic efforts to curb settlement activity, and reinforcing the
resilience of Palestinians in Jerusalem against policies of Judaization and displacement.

Keywords: Drivers of settlement, Jerusalem, International law.
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